
Using Reference USA in your Job Search

How to find all the companies in San Francisco in a 

selected field of business
On the SFPL Database list, click on Reference USA.  When it starts up, click on U.S. 

Businesses, then click on the Custom Search tab.

On the list on the left side of the page, click to open options for Business Type (select 

Keyword/SIC/NAICS) and Geography (select City, State – or for a broader search, you 

could chose Metro Area or State, etc) .

Enter a keyword for the kind of business you want to find  in the box under the 

Keyword/SIC/NAICS Bar and click Lookup. Click on the best choices, which will move 

them to the big box.  Look for all that seem related to your search. If there are no good 

choices, try other keywords. 



Go down toward the bottom of the page under the City bar.  In the Select a State  

box select California, then type all or part of the city name (San Francisco) in the box 

right under it and find it in the Available box .  Click on the city name to move it to 

the Selected box. Click on View Results button

Here is a list of all the companies who are in the business of hiring security guards 

and providing them to clients.  It includes addresses and phone numbers for the 

businesses.  More information about each company is available by clicking on the 

name of the company (it will be blue).  On the company page, click on Expand All 

under Quicklinks for more information.  This technique will work for a variety of 

jobs where you want a list of potential employers.


